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Book of Facts: Introduction

It has been called the most infamous crime of the century, possibly of our entire history. The
assassination of President John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, as he rode in a motorcade in
Dallas, Texas, has created more controversy than any other single event in American history.
Speculation about exactly what happened and who was involved began only brief minutes after the
president's car sped from the scene of the shooting and raced to a nearby hospital.

In this volume we have sought to gather accurate information about all the people, places,
events, facts, objects, and theories associated directly or indirectly with the young president's death.
We feel that presenting these elements in a reference-book format will help the reader better
understand the controversies that continue to envelop this tragic incident, which has left an indelible
impression on every American old enough to realize what happened that terrible day.

A word about the entries: It was necessary to set guidelines on what was to be included in and
excluded from the book and to set a limit on the extent of information presented in any given entry.
Without such guidelines this work could have stretched on for years and resulted in several volumes
rather than the single-volume, accessible source we envisioned.

To keep the book accessible, each entry has been made as concise as possible, although some
entries are necessarily longer and more comprehensive than others. As we watched the book grow
in size - with more and more potential entries - some topics were selectively excluded. The result is a
volume containing many subjects directly related to the assassination and its aftermath and a lesser
number that are more peripherally related to the president's death. So many hundreds of articles and
books, containing so many speculations connecting those directly involved with those only marginally
- or quite theoretically - implicated, that we had to establish cut-off points. In some cases we have
followed up on connections because they appeared relevant; at other times we did not, feeling they
were not germane to this book.

We expect that not all readers will agree with our decisions. Some will insist that we should have
included an entry on this or that topic, or that there are entries on topics that have no business being
here. But ultimately we had to make the decision to include only those entries we believed would
best help our readers understand more than they presently do about the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy and the controversies engulfing the event. We think that we have included an entry
on every topic appropriate to this ambitious goal. In the interest of improving further editions of this
book, we shall be glad to hear from readers who want to suggest other topics they feel warrant
inclusion. Those who do send suggestions are reminded that we are the arbiters of the book's
contents. Readers with recommendations are invited to write to us in care of the publisher, Thunder's
Mouth Press, at 54 Greene Street, Suite 4S5, New York, NY 10013.

James P. Duffy
Vincent L. Ricci



Book of Facts: Guide

The Assassination of John F. Kennedy: A Complete Book of Facts includes a number of
reference-book elements designed to help the reader find his or her way about in the great mass of
material relating to the assassination. First, entries are alphabetically arranged. Almost all entries
make mention of other topics that are treated separately in their own entries.

In addition to the numerous full entries, the book includes a number of what are called "blind"
entries, which simply direct the reader to other places where information on a given topic is to be
found. For example, "AM/LASH" was the code name for CIA operative Cubela, Rolando, so the blind
entry for AM/LASH directs the reader to see Rolando Cubela.

Almost every full entry is followed by a "source" line to let readers know which book or books we
depended upon most heavily in compiling the information in that entry and to tell readers where they
can go most easily to find out more information on that topic. The source line is indicated by a book
icon that looks like this: . In deciding which sources to list at the ends of entries, we chose the
most readily available books: Almost all the books mentioned in the source lines are in print as of this
writing. (A much more complete bibliography follows at the end of the book, as does an annotated list
of some of the motion pictures and television shows that have been made about the assassination.)
In the source lines, book titles are somewhat abbreviated. A key showing the full titles, authors, and
publication information follows on the next page.



Book of Facts: Key to Sources
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Book of Facts: Abadie, William

Y A onetime employee of Jack Ruby, the man
who shot and killed Lee Harvey Oswald Abadle repaired jukeboxes and slot machines for Ruby's
gambling operations. He also briefly doubled as a bookmaker in one of Ruby's clubs. On December 6,
1963, William Abadie told FBI agents that Ruby was well connected with local racketeers and corrupt
police officials in both Dallas and Fort Worth. He also claimed to have seen local police officers hanging
out in one of Ruby's bars while patrons were engaging in illegal gambling activities.

Contract on America



Book of Facts: Abrams, Gus
Abrams is reportedly one of three hoboes found near the scene of the assassination and taken
in for questioning by the Dallas police almost immediately after. Initially charged with vagrancy, all
three were later released. There has been confusion about their identities, what they were doing in
the railroad yard behind the Grassy Knoll, and why they were released so quickly.
High Treason 2



Book of Facts: "Abrams, Dr. Morris"

This is the fictitious name that researcher David S. Lifton assigned to a doctor who examined
President Kennedy's autopsy report together with drawings of the wounds made by Dr. James J.
Humes of Bethesda Naval Hospital. Abrams reportedly voiced the opinion that for some inexplicable
reason the president's brain had been cut prior to the autopsy.

See also AUTOPSY CONTROVERSY.
Best Evidence




Book of Facts: Abt, John
An attorney with offices in New York City, Abt was noted for his defense of Smith Act violators in
the late 1940s and early 1950s. Following his arrest, Lee Harvey Oswald attempted unsuccessfully
to contact Abt, who was away from his home on the weekend following the assassination.
Conspiracy



Book of Facts: Accessories After The Fact

Written by Sylvia Meagher and first published by Bobbs-Merrill in 1967,
Accessories after the Fact: The Warren Commission, the Authorities, and the Report is an in-depth
critique of the Warren Report. In Accessories, Meagher charges that the Warren Report contains
important inaccuracies, omissions, misleading statements, and untrue statements. The book is a highly
regarded resource that is frequently quoted by critics of the Warren Commission Report.



Book of FaCtS'__ACOUStIC$| Evidence

- ; - - Police departments routinely tape-record the conversations that
take place over their radlo networks. The Dallas police dispatch tape recorded on November 22, 1963,
was used by the Warren Commission and the Dallas police to pinpoint the locations and review the
movements of all officers during the presidential motorcade and immediately following the assassination.
It then lay untouched for sixteen years, until Mary Ferrell brought it to the attention of investigators from
the House Select Committee on Assassinations. The tape was analyzed by several acoustics experts
from Bolt Beranek and Newman and by Mark Weiss.

Using highly sophisticated, state-of-the-art acoustical equipment, experts concluded that four
shots were fired in Dealey Plaza, not three as the Warren Commission postulated, and that the third shot
was fired from the area of the Grassy Knoll. Before the House Assassinations Committee adjourned, the
members asked the Justice Department to pursue some of the leads it had developed. The Justice
Department requested the National Science Foundation to verify the acoustical evidence on the dispatch
tape. The Foundation's findings disputed the earlier hypothesis and have been used to discredit the
conclusion that four shots were fired.

See also ARNOLD, GORDON; ASCHKENASY, ERNEST; BARGER, DR. JAMES; BELL L ABORATORY; COMMITTEE
ON BALLISTICS ACOUSTICS; GRASSY KNOLL WITNESSES; MCLAIN, H. B.; OVERPASS WITNESSES; PELLICANO
ANTHONY.

Conspiracy




Book of Facts _Acoustlcgl Society of America

The House Select Committee on Assassinations solicited
recommendations from the Acoustical Society - a nonprofit professional association of acousticians - for
experts who could interpret what were presumably gunshots on an audio tape copied from the November
22, 1963, Dallas Police dispatch tape. The Society recommended the firm of Bolt Beranek and Newman
of Cambridge, Massachusetts, and Mark Weiss, a computer scientist.

Contract on America



Book of Facts: Adamick, John
John Adamcik is one of three Dallas police detectives (the others being Richard Stovall and Gus
Rose) who investigated Buell Wesley Frazier and searched the home of Ruth Paine, where they
confiscated Lee Harvey Oswald's possessions. Adamcik provoked a minor conflict when in his
testimony before the Warren Commission he disavowed any understanding of the Russian language.
This statement directly contradicted the police report submitted to the Commission, which declared
that he "understands a little Russian." Adamcik is no longer a member of the Dallas Police; his

whereabouts are unknown.
Assassination Tapes




; Adams, a Texas School Book Depository Building
employee when the assassination occurred, was interviewed by both federal agents and the Warren

Commission counsel. She was on the fourth floor of the Depository when she heard the gunshots that
presumably killed the president and wounded Texas Governor John Connally. According to her
statements, she rushed to the stairs, descended swiftly to the first floor, and ran outside. If her account of
the sequence is accurate, she should have been in the stairwell at the same time Lee Harvey Oswald is
alleged by the Warren Commission to have been fleeing from his sixth-floor sniper's nest to the sanctuary
of a second-floor cafeteria, where he was seen by Police Officer Marrion L. Baker. Adams claimed she
saw or heard no one on the stairs.

In a session with the Warren Commission counsel, Adams volunteered the opinion that the shots
she heard came from below her fourth-floor window and to the right, not from above and the left, where
Oswald allegedly fired the fatal bullet.

Adams added another unsolicited piece of information that has fueled the controversies
surrounding the shooting scene. She recalled that when she reached the street minutes after the
assassination, she and coworker Mrs. Avery Davis saw a man at the corner of Houston and EIm streets
questioning people much in the manner of a police officer. Later, after viewing Jack Ruby on television,
she said he "looked very similar" to the man at Houston and EIm. However, other persuasive testimony
places Ruby at the Dallas Morning News offices at the time.

Best Evidence; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Air Force One

Air Force One was a customized Boeing 707
familiar to most Americans through the media. Although the plane was maintained and flown by select
U.S. Air Force personnel, it appeared on the exterior identical to a commercial 707 except for the legend
"United States of America" painted in large white letters above the windows on either side. The craft was
officially designated #26000 and bore the Secret Service code name "Angel."

The presidential party had come to Dallas's Love Field on the plane, and, following the
assassination, Air Force One was used to transport the coffin presumably containing President Kennedy's
body, as well as Jacqueline Kennedy, President and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, and members of both
presidential staffs, from Dallas to Andrews Air Force Base outside Washington, D.C. President Johnson
was sworn into office aboard the plane before it left Dallas. Controversy has surrounded this flight almost
from the moment it touched down at Andrews. The fact that it was one-half hour late led to speculation
that the president's body was either tampered with during the flight or was removed from the coffin,
spirited from the plane at Andrews, secretly placed aboard a nearby Army helicopter, and flown
somewhere else to afford members of the conspiracy an opportunity to alter Kennedy's wounds before
the autopsy. A second possibility is that the president's body was removed from Air Force One while it
was still at Love Field before departing Dallas.

See also AUTOPSY CONTROVERSY; BODY BAG CONTROVERSY; COFFIN CONTROVERSY.
Best Evidence




Book of Facts: Air Force Two

This, as well as Secret Service code name "Angel Two," is the name given to any of a number of
aircraft made available to the vice president for official trips. Unlike Air Force One, no single airplane
is specifically dedicated to the vice president's use. The Air Force Two designation applies to
whatever plane the vice president is flying aboard at the moment. The name itself was coined by
members of the vice president's press corps. Researcher David S. Lifton raised, then rejected, the
possibility that President Kennedy's body could secretly have been transported to Washington from
Dallas aboard Air Force Two.
Best Evidence



Book of Facts: Akin, Dr. Gene C.

Dr. Akin, an anesthesiologist, was one of sixteen doctors at
Dallas's Parkland Memorlal Hospital who rushed to the emergency room area as the dying president's
limousine sped to the hospital. Dr. Akin was one of several doctors who testified to the Warren
Commission that the wound in the rear of the president's head, officially designated the entry wound for
the bullet that penetrated his brain, was actually an exit wound.

See also PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL STAFE.

Best Evidence; High Treason




Book of Facts: Alba, Adrian

Adrian Alba owned and operated the Crescent City
Garage on Magazine Street in New Orleans, not far from the famed French Quarter. The garage had
contracted with federal government agencies to garage and service official vehicles, including some
assigned to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Secret Service. Next door was the William Reily
Coffee Company, where from early May until mid-July 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald worked as a machinery
oiler. Oswald became friendly with Alba, sometimes spending his spare time in the garage browsing
through Alba's gun magazines and talking about his firearms collection. Oswald asked Alba about
ordering guns by mail, and Alba claims he helped Oswald repair the sling on a Mannlicher-Carcano rifle,
the kind of rifle Oswald allegedly used to shoot Kennedy.

Alba, a quiet man who shunned publicity about his friendship with Oswald, related a curious
anecdote to researcher Anthony Summers. According to Alba, one day in the early summer of 1963, a
man who showed him FBI credentials appeared at the garage and requested a car. The man was given a
green Studebaker. The next day Alba saw what seemed to be the same Studebaker stop at the curb in
front of the Reily Coffee Company. He saw Oswald approach the car and bend down to look in the
window. A hand reached out the window holding what appeared to be a large envelope, which Oswald
accepted and slipped inside his shirt. A few days later the car returned and Oswald once again met it; this
time he held a brief conversation with the driver. Several days later the agent dropped the Studebaker off
at the garage.

Another strange story involving the Crescent City Garage concerns a report, allegedly made by
an employee of Alba's, that on the morning of the assassination a man claiming to be a friend of Alba's
showed up at the garage asking whether he could look at Alba's gun magazines. Alba was out, but the
man was permitted to go through the magazines. After the assassination, federal agents reportedly
discovered that a coupon had been cut out of an issue of American Rifleman - and that the torn edges of
this clipping matched those of the coupon Oswald allegedly used to order the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle.
Curiously, Oswald's coupon had appeared in the magazine's February 1963 issue, whereas the altered
American Rifleman in Alba's stack of magazines was the June 1963 issue.

See also AMERICAN RIFLEMAN ADVERTISEMENT; 544 CAMP STREET.
Conspiracy; Reasonable Doubt



Book of Facts: Alderson, Dr. Lawrence

A longtime resident of Houston, Dr. Alderson, a dentist, claims that FBI agents placed him under
surveillance shortly after the assassination, and finally questioned him in December 1963. Although
there is no known official record of this interview, Alderson says the subject of their questions was his
friendship with Jean Souetre, a Frenchman who had once attempted the assassination of Charles de
Gaulle. Alderson knew Souetre in the early 1950s while he was a lieutenant in the U.S. Army
stationed in France, and Souetre was a captain in the French air force.

Alderson told the FBI agents he hadn't seen Souetre since leaving France, but that the two had
continued to exchange Christmas greetings each year. The dentist claims that during the interview,
the agents indicated that Souetre had been traced to Dallas the day before the assassination, but
that they had lost him there. They were trying to determine how the Frenchman had left Dallas, and
whether anyone had helped him leave. In 1983, when a reporter asked Souetre about his
relationship with Alderson, Souetre denied knowing him, despite the fact that Alderson has a
photograph of the two men, taken while they were both in France.

Reasonable Doubt



Book of Facts: Aleman, Jose

A prominent and wealthy figure in Miami's Cuban exile community, Aleman
allegedly told the House Select Committee on Assassinations that an organized crime figure told him, in
September 1962, that President Kennedy was "going to be hit" because of harassment by his brother,
Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, of Teamsters president Jimmy Hoffa.

Aleman claimed he met Florida Mafia boss Santos Trafficante at the Scott-Bryant Motel in Miami
Beach to discuss a $1.5 million loan from the Teamsters Union. According to Aleman, during the meeting
Trafficante railed against the Kennedys and said the president was going to get what was coming to him.
Thinking Trafficante meant Kennedy would lose the next election, Aleman said he disagreed, that
Kennedy would be reelected. Trafficante allegedly replied, "No, José, he is going to be hit.

Aleman insisted that he told the FBI about the threat on the president's life voiced by Trafficante,
but nothing was ever done about it. Aleman claimed that FBI agents questioned him hours after the
assassination, but the Bureau denied this

Aleman appeared before the House Select Committee on Assassinations in 1978. Expressing
abject fear for his life, he changed his story slightly, testifying that Trafficante was talking about Kennedy
losing the next election. Under immunity from prosecution, Trafficante admitted meeting Aleman at the
motel in September, but denied predicting Kennedy's death.
See also MARCELLO, CARLOS; ROSELLI, JOHNNY.
Conspiracy; Contract on America




BookJof Facts: Alexander, William F.

Alexander was an assistant district attorney for Dallas County when
Kennedy was shot. From the time Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested until his murder by Jack Ruby,
Alexander was outspoken about Oswald's guilt and his alleged ties to an international communist
conspiracy. Alexander is also believed by many to have been the source of rumors circulated among
reporters in Dallas shortly after the assassination hinting that Oswald was a paid informer for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

Later appointed an assistant U.S. attorney for Dallas federal district, Alexander was quoted as
saying, fourteen years after the assassination, that there was a "real possibility" Oswald was on his way
to meet an accomplice when he shot and killed Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit.

See also RIGHT-WING EXTREMISTS.
Assassination Tapes; High Treason



Book of Facts: Aliases Used by Oswald
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5 Lee Harvey Oswald is known to have used at
least two aliases during the time he lived in Dallas before the assassination. When Oswald was arrested,
he was carrying a forged Selective Service card identifying him as Alek James Hidell. Some researchers
believe the card was planted on Oswald. The Mannlicher-Carcano rifle allegedly found in the Texas
School Book Depository Building following the assassination had been ordered from Klein's Sporting
Goods Company by a person identified only as A. Hidell and had been shipped to a post office box rented
by Oswald. Oswald also placed a separate order for a .38 caliber Smith & Wesson revolver using the
name A. J. Hidell. (Some researchers have postulated that Oswald may have taken the name Hidell from
a nickname that members of his Marine Corps unit used for one of Oswald's Marine Corps buddies, John
R. Heindel.)

Oswald used the name O. H. Lee when he lived in the Dallas rooming house operated by Mrs.
Earlene Roberts. He is also reported to have used the name Leon Oswald in the Qdio Incident. Oswald
used the name Osborne in the summer of 1963, when ordering materials for the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee from two printing houses in New Orleans.
Conspiracy; High Treason; Reasonable Doubt




Book of Facts: Alpha 66

A militant anti-Castro Cuban exile group with headquarters in Florida and Dallas, Alpha 66 made
headlines around the world in the early 1960s for its gunboat raids on Cuban ports. Soviet and
Cuban ships were favorite targets of these raids. Because President Kennedy had publicly criticized
the group's activities and called for a stop to the attacks on Cuba, many Alpha 66 members had
become anti-Kennedy. Following the assassination, several individuals charged that the group was
behind the murder, but no proof of its involvement could be found.

Interestingly, Antonio Veciana, a leader of Alpha 66, claimed to have witnessed his CIA contact,
known to him as Maurice Bishop, talking to a stranger in a downtown Dallas office building lobby in
either late August or early September 1963. Veciana said he thought nothing of it until he saw the
man's picture displayed on television as the assassin of President Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald.

See also BAY OF PIGS.
Conspiracy



Book of Facts\: Altgens, James W.
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An Associated Press photographer, Altgens had stationed
himself at a vantage point on Elm Street across from the Texas School Book Depository Building to
photograph the presidential motorcade as it passed through Dealey Plaza and headed onto the
Stemmons Freeway. Altgens captured the president on film in a now-famous shot taken within two
seconds of the impact of the bullet that struck his head. For a while, controversy raged around a figure
visible in the background of the photograph. A man many people thought strongly resembled Lee Harvey
Oswald was pictured standing in the front entrance of the Book Depository Building. If it was, in fact,
Oswald, he could not have been on the sixth floor of the building when the shots were fired.

The Warren Commission discounted any possibility that the figure was Oswald, and instead
identified the man as Billy Nolan Lovelady, another building employee. The man in the photo is wearing a
dark, heavy-textured shirt open halfway to the waist over a white undershirt. Lovelady later told reporters
that he was wearing a red-and-white-striped sport shirt that day. The identity of the man in the photo has
never been clearly established.

James Altgens told Commission investigators that he raced up the Grassy Knoll immediately
after the president was hit because several uniformed Dallas police officers ran in that direction with
weapons drawn, apparently in response to the sound of gunfire from that direction. Altgens' testimony that
"flesh particles flew out of the side of his [Kennedy's] head in my direction from where | was standing . . . "
has been cited by many investigators to support the conclusion that the president's head wound was
caused by a bullet fired from the Grassy Knoll, which was to Kennedy's right and front, not from the Texas
School Book Depository Building, which was to his rear.

See also DEALEY PLAZA WITNESSES; HEAD WOUND CONTROVERSY.
Best Evidence; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Alvarado, Gilberto

Gilberto Alvarado was a young Nicaraguan who, two days after the assassination, visited the
American Embassy in Mexico City and told shocked diplomats he had seen Lee Harvey Oswald at
the Cuban consulate there. Alvarado said that two months earlier he had seen Oswald meet on the
consulate's private patio with a thin black man who spoke fluent English. They were joined briefly by
a Cuban who gave the black man a fistful of U.S. dollars, then departed.

Alvarado swore he heard the black man tell Oswald, "l want to kill the man," to which Oswald
replied that he was not man enough to do the job, but that he, Oswald, would take care of it. Oswald
then took the money from the black man and said, "The people are waiting for me back there." With
that, both men parted company.

Although Alvarado's story was impossible to verify, it received more than a little credibility
because the Central Intelligence Agency staff in Mexico City already knew Oswald had been there,
thanks to their constant surveillance of the Cuban consulate. (Some researchers believe this
"Oswald" to have been an impersonator.) Researchers such as Anthony Summers, who charge that
the CIA was involved in the assassination, have labeled Alvarado's story a piece of disinformation
calculated to further the belief that Oswald was working for the Cuban government.

Conspiracy



Book of Facts: A‘r’nbulance Controversy

When Air Force One landed at Andrews Air Force Base, the
president's coffin was removed from the craft and placed inside a Navy ambulance for the trip to
Bethesda Naval Hospital. Jacqueline Kennedy and Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, who had met the
plane, also rode in the ambulance. A second ambulance reportedly joined the motorcade from the air
base to the hospital to serve as a decoy, drawing the crowd of curiosity seekers away from the ambulance
bearing the president's coffin.

The motorcade reached Bethesda at approximately 6:55 p.M., Friday, November 22, 1963. Mrs._
Kennedy and the president's brother alighted and entered the front door of the hospital, leaving the
ambulance containing the coffin outside under guard by a group of sailors hand-picked specifically for this
duty. The Military District of Washington, D.C., Casket Team had flown by helicopter from Andrews to
Bethesda, where the members loaded into a pickup truck. They waited near the front entrance to the
hospital until the ambulance pulled away to drive around back to the loading dock. The truck attempted to
keep pace with the ambulance, which reportedly drove at high speed, but lost sight of it and then lost its
bearings. Returning to the hospital's main entrance, the truck started again for the rear of the building,
where the ambulance was found waiting. The coffin was finally removed by the Casket Team. Although
Bureau records purportedly indicate that FBI agents accompanied the coffin from the ambulance to the
autopsy room at 7:17 P.M., the Casket Team case report puts the time the coffin was transferred at
8:00 P.m.

According to a statement that researcher David S. Lifton attributed to Petty Officer Dennis David,
who was chief of the day for the medical school when Kennedy's body arrived, David brought with him to
the loading platform "seven or eight sailors" who unloaded the coffin and brought it into the autopsy room.
This does not correspond with either of the two reports, one by the FBI men at the scene (the O'Neill and
Sibert report) and the other by the Casket Team, concerning who unloaded the coffin. Adding to the
controversy is a statement Lifton attributed to X-ray technician Jerrol F. Custer that Custer witnessed Mrs.
Kennedy's arrival through the front entrance of the hospital while he was carrying X rays of her husband's
head to be developed. If the president's body was still in the coffin inside the ambulance in which Mrs.
Kennedy arrived, it was impossible for Custer to be arranging to develop X rays of his wounds.

See also AUTOPSY CONTROVERSY; BIRD, SAMUEL R.; BoDY BAG CONTROVERSY; COFFIN CONTROVERSY;
LIPSEY, RICHARD A.; WEHLE, PHILIP C.
Best Evidence




Book of Facts: American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
Lee Harvey Oswald established a curious relationship with the ACLU. After reportedly attending
a meeting of the organization's Dallas chapter with Michael and Ruth Paine, he wrote to the group's
national headquarters asking how he could get in touch with "ACLU groups in my area" without
mentioning that he had already attended the local meeting. Then, on November 1, 1963, he rented a
post office box, naming the Fair Play for Cuba Committee and the ACLU as authorized addressees.
When Oswald was arrested on Friday, November 22, 1963, a delegation from the ACLU visited
Dallas Police Headquarters. They were assured that Oswald's rights were being protected, but were
refused permission to see him. Oswald was not informed of this visit, even when, on the following
afternoon, he requested that the ACLU arrange legal representation.
Conspiracy; Death of a President



Book of Facts: American Fact Finding Committee
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o On the day the president was killed, the American Fact-Finding
Committee sponsored a full-page advertisement in the Dallas Morning News headlined "Welcome Mr.
Kennedy to Dallas." Bordered in black, the ad contained a series of pointed questions and harsh
statements critical of the Kennedy administration. The man who signed the ad, Bernard Weissman,
testified that he and some friends had invented the committee name when they wrote the ad.

Weissman prepared the ad with help from two other men: Joseph P. Grinnan and Larrie H.
Schmidt. There is no indication that any of the three knew either Lee Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby before
the assassination. According to the Warren Commission, the money to pay for the advertisement was
contributed by three Dallas businessmen: Nelson Bunker Hunt, Edgar R. Crissey, and H. R. Bright.

Warren Report



Book of Facts: American Guild Of Variety Artists (AGVA)_

; Characterized in the 1960s and 1970s by
federal law enforcement agen0|es asa mob influenced union, AGVA represented nightclub performers,
among other entertainment workers. Two years before President Kennedy's assassination, Senator Karl
Mundt, a member of the U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, labeled AGVA "purely a
racket to collect money."

As a nightclub owner, Jack Ruby had close ties with AGVA and many of its mob-connected
officials. Telephone company records show that, in the days leading up to the assassination, Ruby made
numerous telephone calls to AGVA. Ruby claimed he called union officers about unfair practices, asking
them to stop his competitors from featuring certain types of shows that Ruby was prevented from staging
in his clubs because of union rules. Observers who believe Ruby was part of a mob plot to assassinate
the president associate these calls with the assassination planning.

See also MAFIA.
Contract on America



Book of Facts: American Rifleman Advertisement
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= In early 1963, Klein's Sporting Goods Company
recelved a mail-order coupon clipped from an advertisement it had placed in the February issue of

American Rifleman. The order was for the Italian-made Mannlicher-Carcano 6.5-millimeter rifle featured in
the ad. The handwriting on the coupon was that of Lee Harvey Oswald, but the name on the order form
was A. Hidell. The rifle was to be shipped to post office box 2915, Dallas, Texas, a box rented to Oswald.
The cost of the rifle was $21.45. According to Klein's records, the rifle the firm shipped in response to that
coupon bore serial number C2766, the same serial number on the rifle allegedly discovered on the sixth
floor of the Texas School Book Depository Building shortly after President Kennedy was shot. Much has
been made of Oswald's allegedly purchasing the rifle through the mail, and thus establishing a definite
trail of possession, since he had to provide Klein's with a name and address for shipping purposes, when
he simply could have walked into any of more than a dozen stores in Dallas and purchased the same
weapon without having to provide even a fictitious name and address.

See also ALBA, ADRIAN; ALIASES USED BY OSWALD.

Death of a President; Reasonable Doubt




Book of Facts: Ammunition Clip

: An ammunition clip is a small, bluish metal spring-
loaded cartridge receptacle used to load automatic and semiautomatic rifles. It permits rapid firing, which
is otherwise not possible by manually loading a new cartridge into the firing chamber after each shot.
Whether or not an ammunition clip for the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle was actually found in the Texas
School Book Depository Building remains questionable.

The original inventory of articles found in what became known as the sniper's nest, where Lee
Harvey Oswald allegedly was when he fired at Kennedy, does not list an ammunition clip despite an
otherwise meticulous detailing of every item recovered along with the rifle. According to assassination
researcher Sylvia Meagher, the first reference to a clip surfaces in the Warren Report, published in
September 1964. Prior to that, no mention of an ammunition clip appears anywhere. Some researchers,
seeking to explain the apparent absence of a clip, have advanced the theory that Oswald reloaded the
rifle manually and that someone later added the clip to the inventory. Most experts agree that without
using a clip Oswald could not possibly have fired more than one round before the president's car sped
from the scene, indicating that the additional shots had to have come from a second source.
Reasonable Doubt




Book of Facts: Anderson, Eugene D.

A U.S. Marine Corps marksmanship expert, Major Anderson was, at the time he testified before
the Warren Commission, assistant head of the Marksmanship Branch of the Marine Corps. Major
Anderson testified that it was possible for Lee Harvey Oswald to have shot the president twice within
the time span of 4.8 to 5.6 seconds, the window established by the Commission between the first
and second shots that hit Kennedy.

He also testified about Oswald's marksmanship record while he served in the Marine Corps.
Anderson's testimony that weather conditions and a poor rifle could account for wide differences in
Oswald's marksmanship scores has been challenged by Mark Lane.

See also FIRING SEQUENCE CONTROVERSY.
Rush to Judgment



Book of Facts: Anderson, Jack

A Washington-based syndicated newspaper columnist, Jack
Anderson first reported, in 1967, allegations that Fidel Castro was behind the Kennedy assassination.
Anderson's source for much of the information supporting his reports was a high-ranking mobster named
Johnny Roselli, who claimed to have worked closely with the Central Intelligence Agency in plotting to kill
Castro.

Anderson revealed to his readers that Roselli told him Jack Ruby was ordered by the mob to kill
Lee Harvey Oswald because it was feared he would "crack and disclose information that might lead to
them." They believed disclosure of mob ties to the assassination would trigger a major crackdown on the
Mafia.

G. Gordon Liddy has stated that Anderson was discussed as a target for assassination because
of his exposés divulging discreditable CIA activities. Liddy claims the discussion took place during a
luncheon attended by himself, E. Howard Hunt, and a CIA agent known as Dr. Gunn.
Conspiracy; Contract on America; Plausible Denial



Book of Facts: Anderton, James

A FBI agent, James Anderton was contacted on Monday, November 25, 1963, by Dr. Jack
Harper from Dallas's Methodist Hospital. The doctor explained that his nephew, William Allen Harper,
a college student, had found a fragment of what appeared to be a human bone in the grassy triangle
just to the left of where the president was hit.

When the Secret Service learned about the fragment, Anderton was told to send it directly to the
White House. That order was quickly countermanded by FBI assistant director Alan Belmont, who
ordered the piece of bone sent to the FBI laboratory in Washington, D.C.

See also HARPER BONE FRAGMENT.
Best Evidence




Book of Facts: Andrews, Dean

e 4 i New Orleans attorney with reputed links to underworld
flgure Carlos Marcello Dean Adams Andrews, Jr., testified to the Warren Commission that Lee Harvey
Oswald had consulted him several times to discuss legal options open to him to reverse his less than
honorable discharge from the Marine Corps. Andrews said that Oswald was usually accompanied by a
man who appeared to be a Mexican.

Andrews further attested that the day after the assassination, he was called by an acquaintance
named Clay Bertrand, a name many investigators believe to be an alias used by CIA operative Clay
Shaw. According to Andrews, Bertrand asked him to defend Oswald in Dallas on the charge that he had
killed the president.

The attorney later became a key figure in the investigation of the assassination conducted by
New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison. When Andrews recanted his account of the Bertrand/Shaw
incident, Garrison had him indicted for perjury and obtained a conviction.

Conspiracy; On the Trail of the Assassins; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Andrews Air Force Base

Andrews Air Force Base, located in the Maryland suburbs of

Washington, D.C., was the scene of the arrival at 6:05 P.M. on Friday, November 22, 1963, of Air Force
One bearing the coffin of the fallen president. The scene took on a surrealistic character. In the harsh
brilliance of television klieg lights, with the sound of helicopter rotors beating in the background, the coffin
purportedly containing the president's body was removed from the Boeing 707 and placed in a waiting
ambulance for the trip to Bethesda Naval Hospital, where an autopsy team prepared to perform the
postmortem examination.

Some investigators have expressed doubt that the coffin actually contained the president's body.
They theorize that it was removed from the opposite side of the aircraft and taken aboard a nearby Army
helicopter, where the wounds could have been altered before the autopsy.
See also BobY BAG CONTROVERSY; COFFIN CONTROVERSY.
Best Evidence; Death of a President




Book of Facts: Angel, Dr. Lawrence
As curator of Physical Anthropology at the Smithsonian Institution, Dr. Lawrence Angel was
among those who attempted to isolate the exact place on the president's skull where the Harper
bone fragment splintered away. Angel refused, finally, to identify it as positively coming from the back
of the skull. Some investigators feel that the inability to match the fragment to a precise location on
the skull is proof the head wound was altered.
Best Evidence



Book of Fags: Angleton, James

Former chief of counterintelligence at the Central Intelligence Agency,
Angleton led a factlon within the Agency that refused to believe Soviet KGB defector Yuri Nosenko when
he denied that the KGB had any communication with Lee Harvey Oswald. A memo allegedly signed by
Angleton has also tied him to speculation that E. Howard Hunt, a CIA agent who late became a prominent
Watergate figure, was in Dallas the day of the assassination. Hunt maintains he was in Washington.

Fatal Hour; Plausible Denial



Book of Facts: Anson, Robert Sam
A television producer and political correspondent, Anson is the author of a book titled They've
Killed the President! The Search for the Murderers of John F. Kennedy, published in 1975 by Bantam
Books. In his text, Anson assesses the blame for the assassination on organized crime.
See also CONTRACT ON AMERICA.




Booko Facts: Anti-Castro Cubans

4 : : A wave of embittered exiles fled Cuba after the success of Eidel
Castro s revolutlon in 1959 Many settled in Miami, which soon became a hotbed of Central Intelligence
Agency activity. CIA operative E. Howard Hunt openly recruited disaffected refugees in the streets of
Miami, and Operation Mongoose, the CIA's Miami-based plan to overthrow Castro, included many
veterans of former Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista's military.

A particularly troublesome aspect of the CIA's anti-Castro operations was that the Agency worked
hand in hand with members of the Mafia in its attempts to overthrow Castro. The Mafia's eagerness to
participate in efforts to get rid of Castro resulted from its having been banned from the island by the new
communist government and, hence, prevented from continuing to cash in on what had been its extremely
lucrative hotel and casino business in Havana.

After the failure of the Bay of Pigs invasion, many of the anti-Castro Cubans who had been
involved in the CIA's secret war against Castro felt betrayed. Some blamed President Kennedy for the
invasion's failure, thinking that he had withheld air support necessary for its success. They were even
more dismayed when, in September 1963, Kennedy authorized William Attwood, his special adviser for
African affairs at the United Nations, to meet with Cuba's envoy to the U.N. to discuss the possibility of
negotiations.

The possible connection of anti-Castro Cubans to the assassination of President Kennedy has
also been suggested by the fact that, in New Orleans, several anti-Castro organizations had their offices
at 544 Camp Street, which also housed the offices of Guy Banister and which was the address Lee
Harvey Oswald used on literature he distributed for the phony branch of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee
(a pro-Castro group) he set up in that city.

See also ALPHA 66; ARAGON, ERNEST; ARCACHA SMITH, SERGIO; BRINGUIER, CARLOS; CASTELLANOS
NESTOR; FERRIE, DAVID; HEMMING, GERRY PATRICK; MILTEER, JOSEPH; ODIO INCIDENT; OPERATION 40;
SHAW, CLAY.




Bj)ok of Facts Applin, George
) :

FTE George Applin was a patron in the Texas Theater on
November 22, 1963, when Lee Harve;g Oswald was arrested there for the murder of Police Officer J. D.
Tippit. Applin told the Warren Commission that during Oswald's arrest, he observed a man sitting in the
rear of the theater who not only appeared uninterested in the film but also quietly watched over the arrest
while other patrons were ducking for cover. In 1979, Applin admitted to the Dallas Morning News that he
later recognized Jack Ruby as the man he had seen in the movie house. He said he was afraid to tell the
police or the Commission what he knew in 1964 because he had read an article about the deaths of
people who were witnesses to the assassination or connected in some way to the incident.
Crossfire



Book of Facts: Aragon, Ernest
Aragon was, according to researchers Michael L. Canfield and Alan J. Weberman, a Secret

Service agent in Miami who was assigned to investigate the Odio Incident and everyone involved in
it. Researchers have uncovered several glaring omissions in his performance of this assignment. He
is accused of neglecting to pursue vigorously his investigation of Juan, or John, Martin, a shadowy
individual believed to have been involved in running guns for anti-Castro Cubans. Aragon's
detractors also claim he failed to follow up on a lead provided by a long-distance operator in Mexico
City who alleged that she overheard two men discussing "the Castro plan" (the Kennedy
assassination?) and one of them remarking ominously, "Bobby is next."
Coup d'Etat




Book of Facts: Arcacha-Smith, Sergio

- A leader among anti-Castro Cubans in the New Orleans
area, Arcacha reportedly had close ties to underworld figure Carlos Marcello and to Guy Banister, a
former FBI agent with links to intelligence agencies. Arcacha set up the office of the Cuban Revolutionary
Council at 544 Camp Street, though he denied being acquainted with Lee Harvey Oswald. Arcacha was
implicated in the Kennedy assassination by a female drug addict who was hospitalized near Eunice,
Louisiana, after being thrown from a car during the night of November 20, 1963. According to reports
attributed to Lieutenant Francis Frugé, the state police officer who handled her case, she told him the
men she was with had discussed killing President Kennedy while he was in Dallas. The woman, known as
Rose Cheramie, but whose real name may have been Melba Christine Marcades, said she worked for
Jack Ruby at his Dallas club. Two days later, when the assassination actually took place, Frugé used the
woman's description to identify one of the men in the car as Arcacha. The owner of a bar where Cheramie
and the men had been drinking before she was dumped identified Arcacha in a photograph as one of her
companions. Arcacha denied any knowledge of the incident. On September 4, 1965, Cheramie was killed
on a Texas highway when an automobile ran her over after she had apparently been thrown from a car.
See also BANISTER, GUY; FERRIE, DAVID.

Conspiracy; Crossfire




Book of Facts: Arce, Danny Garcia_
____Arce was one of many witnesses at the assassination scene whose perception of the direction
from which the shots were fired helped to further the controversy over the Warren Report. Arce told
the EBI that he was standing in the grassy area in front of the Texas School Book Depository
Building when he heard the shots. He told law enforcement officers he thought they "came from the
direction of the railroad tracks near the parking lot at the west end of the Depository Building."
See also DEALEY PLAZA WITNESSES; TEXAS SCHOOL BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING EMPLOYEES.
Rush to Judgment



Book of Facts: Archer, Don

After Jack Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald, Dallas police
lieutenant Archer reportedly told Ruby that Oswald was dead and that Ruby would probably be executed
for the killing. This news apparently brought a sigh of relief from Ruby.

Conspiracy; High Treason



Book of Facts: Arn';lstron g,

Andrew Armstrong was working as a handyman at Jack
Ruby's Carousel Club when President Kennedy was slain. He acknowledged being with his employer
when Ruby heard that Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit also had been killed. According to Armstrong,
Ruby was distraught because, Ruby said, Tippit was a close friend. In testimony before the House Select
Committee on Assassinations, Armstrong refuted Ruby's explanation that a suspicious series of calls he
made to mob figures and leaders of the American Guild of Variety Artists in the weeks before the
assassination were appeals for help because his business was being badly hurt by competitors who were
violating union regulations against amateur strippers. Armstrong said, to the contrary, that business had
been "picking up" at Ruby's club during the fall of 1963.

Contract on America; Rush to Judgment



Book of Facts: Armstrong, Leslie

] ' Leslie Armstrong was the jury foreperson at a 1985 trial
mvolvmg a Ilbel suit brought by CIA agent E. Howard Hunt against the publication Spotlight concerning an
article by Victor Marchetti that implicated Hunt in the assassination of President Kennedy. The jury found
for Spotlight. After the trial, Armstrong told the press she believed the evidence presented by defense
attorney Mark Lane proved that the Central Intelligence Agency had killed Kennedy and that Hunt was
involved. The trial is the centerpiece of Lane's best-selling 1991 book, Plausible Denial, published by
Thunder's Mouth Press.



Book of Facts: Arnett, George

= Dallas police lieutenant George Arnett confirmed to investigators
that Jack Ruby and Police Officer J. D. Tippit had had a long-standing friendship. Arnett theorized that
Tippit's murder by Lee Harvey Oswald may have been Ruby's true motive for shooting Oswald.

See also WILLIAMS, HAROLD.

Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Arnold, Carolyn

>

Mrs. Arnold was employed as the secretary to the vice president of the Texas School Book
Depository when the assassination took place. Although she never testified before the Warren
Commission or the House Select Committee on Assassinations, Arnold was interviewed extensively by
the EBI. From that interview FBI agents derived that Mrs. Arnold believed that on November 22, 1963, she
saw Lee Harvey Oswald standing on the sidewalk in front of the Texas School Book Depository Building
at about 12:15 P.M., only minutes before the fatal shots were fired.

In 1978, however, Mrs. Arnold claimed she was misquoted in the FBI report of the interview,
which she read long after it was given. Disavowing the report, she insisted it was a gross
misrepresentation of her statements to the FBI, then went on to clarify her original version of what she
saw that day: At approximately 12:15 p.M., Mrs. Arnold went to the company lunchroom for a drink of
water. She saw Oswald seated in a booth, apparently eating his lunch. Although neither spoke, Arnold
declares that she knew Oswald well enough, and passed sufficiently close to him, to be absolutely certain
it was he. Mrs. Arnold's testimony raises considerable doubt that Oswald could have fired the rifle that
killed the president. He would have had to race to the sixth floor, assassinate the president, and return in
less than two minutes to the second-floor cafeteria, where he was confronted by Police Officer Marrion L.
Baker and building manager Roy Truly only minutes after the shooting.

See also TEXAS SCHOOL BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING EMPLOYEES.
Conspiracy; Crossfire; Reasonable Doubt




Book of Facts: Arnold, Gordon

One of a group that came to be called the
Grassy Knoll W|tnesses Gordon Arnold was on leave following his Army basic training. He was an
amateur cinematographer anxious to film the presidential motorcade from the best possible angle.
Dressed in his Army uniform, Arnold first chose as his site the railroad overpass at the western end of
Dealey Plaza, which offered a clear, unobstructed view of the plaza, through which the motorcade was to
pass. Arnold was prevented from entering the overpass by a well-dressed man who showed him a Secret

Service badge and ID. Official records indicate that no Secret Service agents were assigned to patrol the
area on foot that day. However, a Dallas police officer and a county deputy sheriff reportedly encountered
a second such "agent" on the Grassy Knoll immediately after the shooting.

Arnold then found a suitable vantage point from which to shoot his movie film, only a few feet in
front of the stockade fence on the Grassy Knoll. Suddenly he felt a shot whiz past his left ear. He threw
himself to the ground in an involuntary reaction, probably due to his recent training. Questioned by a
uniformed police officer a few seconds later, Arnold insisted that the shots had come from behind him.
The officer confiscated Arnold's film.

Arnold recounted the experience in a 1978 interview published in the Dallas Morning News.
While some people discounted his story, it received tacit corroboration from then-senator Ralph
Yarborough, who was riding with Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson two cars behind Kennedy's.
Yarborough wrote the Morning News that he recalled that when the first shot was fired he saw a
uniformed figure immediately "hit the dirt" at the spot where Arnold said he was filming. The senator
remembered thinking to himself that the man's quick reaction suggested he must be a "combat veteran."

Nothing more has ever been heard of Arnold's confiscated film, and the police officer who took it
and the Secret Service agent who prevented Arnold from going onto the overpass have never been
identified.

Conspiracy; Contract on America; Reasonable Doubt




Book of Facts: Artime, Manuel

“ R A leader among anti-Castro Cuban exiles with allegedly
close ties to E. Howard Hunt of the Central Intelligence Agency, Artime is believed to have been deeply
involved in plots to kill Fidel Castro through an undercover Cuban CIA informant named Rolando Cubela.
At the time Kennedy was assassinated, Artime reportedly was maintaining a small force of several
hundred Cubans in Nicaragua who were preparing for assassination assignments against the Castro

regime. He later served as a civilian representative for Brigade 2506, which was training for the invasion
of Cuba.

See also BAY OF PIGS.
Conspiracy; Fatal Hour; High Treason



Book of FactS'__Aschkengsy, Ernest

Aschkenasy, an acoustics expert, was called on by the House
Select Committee on Assassmatlons to review earlier acoustics studies of background sounds caught on
the Dallas police dispatch tape during the assassination. When Aschkenasy, Dr. James Barger, and
Professor Mark Weiss completed their analysis of the taped sounds of what appeared to be four gunshots
recorded through the open microphone of a Dallas police officer's motorcycle radio, they concluded that
there was a 95 percent or better probability that the report of the third shot came from the area of the
Grassy Knoll.

See also ACOUSTICAL EVIDENCE; BELL LABORATORY; RAMSEY REPORT.

Fatal Hour; High Treason




Book of Facts: The Assassination Tapes
Written by George O'Toole, a former CIA computer specialist, and published by Penthouse Press

in 1975, this book is based on results obtained with a "psychological stress evaluator," an electronic
device that measures voice stress levels to determine whether a subject is lying or telling the truth.
O'Toole used the device on myriad taped interviews, press conferences, and the like, with people
connected (some remotely) to the assassination and subsequent events. These included
eyewitnesses, police officers at the scene, medical examiners, and members of the Warren
Commission. O'Toole also conducted additional private interviews. The book purports to prove that
two conspiracies existed: one to actually murder the president and the other to frame Lee Harvey
Oswald, who the author declares was innocent.




Book of Facts: Atsugi Air Base

: In 1957, when Lee Harvey Oswald was serving in the
u. S Marlne Corps, one of hIS aSS|gnments was the radar room at Atsugi Air Base, southwest of Tokyo,
Japan. During this time, he carried a military security clearance alternately reported as "confidential" and
"secret." Atsugi was also a major operations center for the Central Intelligence Agency's supersecret U-2
spy plane program. Oswald's proximity to the CIA installation prompted speculation that he may have
been recruited by the Agency while at Atsugi. Researchers have found no consistent pattern to Oswald's
activities there, and remain unable to account for his strange, prolonged disappearance from the base,
which was ostensibly attributed to treatment for a minor disease.

Conspiracy



Book of Facts: Autopsy Controversy
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The president's autopsy was performed at Bethesda Naval
Hospital outside of Washlngton D.C. Every facet of the autopsy has been controversial, including these
provocative questions: Why wasn't it done in Dallas, as Texas law requires and the Dallas medical
examiner, Earl Rose, wanted? And why was it that the men selected to perform it lacked experience in
performing autopsies on gunshot victims? There is a host of conflicting theories about bullet entry and exit
points, the absence of the president's brain at the autopsy, why Secret Service men were temporarily
denied entry to the autopsy room with the coffin, and why the chief of the autopsy team, Dr. James J.
Humes, burned notes made during the autopsy as well as the first draft of the autopsy report.

The official autopsy report indicated that two bullets struck the president. One, the fatal shot,
entered the rear of his head and disintegrated, causing massive loss of skull bone and brain and other
tissue. The second entered his back below the shoulders at a steep angle, causing a shallow superficial
wound that Humes penetrated with his finger, dislodging the bullet. According to their testimony before the
Warren Commission, when the autopsy was performed, the Bethesda doctors were unaware that the hole
in the front of the president's neck had been a bullet hole before Dr. Malcolm Perry in Dallas's Parkland
Memorial Hospital used it for a tracheotomy. Dr. Perry had identified the original hole in the president's
neck as a bullet entry wound, making a persuasive case that the bullet that entered the president's neck
had to come from somewhere in front of him.

See also AMBULANCE CONTROVERSY; BODY BAG CONTROVERSY; BOSWELL, DR. THORNTON; COFFIN
CONTROVERSY; HEAD WOUND CONTROVERSY; SINGLE BULLET THEORY; THROAT WOUND CONTROVERSY;
X-RAY CONTROVERSY.

Assassination Tapes; Best Evidence; High Treason




Book of Facts: Autopsy Participants
Among those who participated in or withessed the autopsy of President Kennedy's body were

the following individuals, each of whom is discussed in a separate entry in this book: Dr. Thornton
Boswell, Bethesda's chief of pathology; Dr. George Burkley, chief medical officer of the White House
and President Kennedy's personal physician; Dr. Robert Canada; Jerrol F. Custer; Dennis David; Dr.
John Ebersole; Dr. Pierre Finck; Dr. Calvin Galloway; Dr. James J. Humes; James E. Metzler; Paul
K. O'Connor; Edward Reed; Floyd A. Riebe; and Jan Gail Rudnicki. Many researchers believe that
many more people were in the autopsy room, including a number of civilians who sat in the gallery
overlooking it, than have been identified in official reports.
See also BAKEMAN, DR. GEORGE.




Book of Facts Baden Dr. Michael

v % A forensic pathologist, Dr. Baden chaired the Forensic
Pathology Panel assembled by the House Select Committee on Assassinations. After his panel
questioned the Bethesda doctors who performed the autopsy and examined the photographs and X rays
of the president's body, Baden focused an important part of his testimony on the location of the back
wound caused by the so-called magic bullet. Dr. Baden positioned the entry wound in the president's back
a full two inches below the location identified by the autopsy team. This trajectory made the projected

path of the bullet even more extraordinary than was earlier believed.

See also AUTOPSY CONTROVERSY; SINGLE BULLET THEORY.

Best Evidence




Book of Facts "Bad geman"

: P C o The "Badgeman" is a shadowy figure
who appears in the background ofa photograph taken by a witness to the assassination. Precisely when
the fatal bullet shattered President Kennedy's skull, Mary Moorman, who was standing near the curb
across from the Grassy Knoll, captured the drama in a snapshot taken with her Polaroid camera. Although
it was never examined by the Warren Commission, the photo has nevertheless held great interest for
many researchers because on the Grassy Knoll in the background is the stockade fence that many
believe shielded a second gunman.

Using a slide made from the original photograph, which was sold to United Press International,
researchers Gary Mack and Jack White examined blow-ups of the image, ultimately concentrating on two
incongruous figures at the north end of the stockade fence. Although not clearly discernible in the fuzzy
background, one figure seems to be wearing a police uniform not unlike those worn by Dallas police,
while the other appears to be dressed in work clothes and a hard hat. The "uniformed" figure, dubbed
"Badgeman" because of a shiny object on his chest believed to be a badge, looks to be holding a rifle that
has just been fired. A puff that could be from the muzzle blast partially obscures his face. A 1988 British-
made television documentary entitled "The Men Who Killed Kennedy" cast "Badgeman" as Lucien Sarti,
an alleged professional killer from Corsica.

See also GRASSY KNOLL WITNESSES; SMOKE FROM THE GRASSY KNOLL.
Crossfire; High Treason



Book of Facts: Bakeman, Dr. George
A Dr. George Bakeman is listed in the autopsy report as being among those present in the room
when the president's body was examined, but no information exists regarding who he is.
High Treason 2



Book of Facts: Baker, Marrion

4

— Baker was one of several motorcycle officers
escorting the presidential motorcade through Dallas. He had just turned off Houston Street onto Elm in
front of the Texas School Book Depository Building when he heard a shot. Looking up, he saw a flock of
pigeons fly off the roof as if startled by the sound. He parked his motorcycle and raced into the building,
followed by the building manager, Roy Truly, who had been watching the motorcade from in front of the
building. The two started to take an elevator, but both cars were locked on the fifth floor, so they used the
stairs.

Through the glass window in the door of a second-floor lunchroom, Baker saw a man hurrying
away from him. With Truly close at his back, Baker flung open the door and challenged the man with gun
drawn. When Truly identified the man as a Book Depository employee, Officer Baker continued up the
stairs to the roof. According to the report Baker filed with the FBI the following day, the man, who later
was identified unequivocally by two competent witnesses as Lee Harvey Oswald, was "drinking a Coke,"
which he evidently purchased from a lunchroom vending machine only moments before. The words
"drinking a Coke" were deleted from the report, and any reference to the soft drink during Baker's
testimony before the Warren Commission was stricken.

The Coke has become a pivotal detail with Warren Commission critics for two reasons: first is the
Commission's deletion of Baker's statement about it, and second is the testimony of another building
employee, Mrs. Robert A. Reid, that she saw Oswald drinking a Coke moments later. Critics argue that
the Commission wanted knowledge of the Coke suppressed, because it was impossible for Oswald to
have fired the shots that killed the president from the sixth floor, hidden his rifle behind some boxes on the
other side of the floor, raced down the stairs to the second floor, purchased a Coke from the vending
machine in the lunchroom, and begun drinking it before he was confronted by Baker and Truly. When
Captain Will Fritz of the Dallas police asked him about his whereabouts when the assassination
happened, Oswald said he was in the second-floor lunchroom drinking a Coca-Cola.

See also TEXAS SCHOOL BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING EMPLOYEES.
Best Evidence; High Treason



Book of Facts: Baker, Robert "Barney"

B

Robert Baker was an associate of former Teamsters
boss Jimmy Hoffa. Some investigators who seek to tie the president's homicide to the Mafia identify Baker
as a part of that link. He had strong personal reasons for hating the Kennedys. Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy told Baker he was "underworld lice . . . the scum of the earth." The president's brother also
called him Hoffa's "ambassador of violence." Two weeks before the assassination, Jack Ruby reportedly
received a call from Baker. The following day Ruby called another Hoffa associate in Miami, then he
called Baker for a second conversation. Although Baker later testified that Ruby was calling about his
problems with the American Guild of Variety Artists, skeptics find that hard to believe. Most suspect the
calls were related to the increasing pressure Baker's boss, Hoffa, was receiving from the Kennedy Justice
Department.

Conspiracy




Book of Facts: Ball, Joseph

A senior counsel to the Warren Commission, Ball reportedly helped
promote the case agalnst ee Harvey Oswald as the lone assassin. Along with David Belin, he is credited
with preparing "The Assassin," chapter 4 of the Warren Report, which details the evidence of Oswald's
guilt. According to assassination researcher David S. Lifton, when Ball was asked on a Los Angeles
television program about the possibility of a gunman shooting at the president from the Grassy Knoll, he
responded, "There were no people there."

Best Evidence



Book of Facts: Ballen, Samuel
Samuel Ballen, a friend of Lee Harvey Oswald's, provided a positive assessment of the
presumed assassin's character. According to press reports issued soon after the assassination,
Ballen, a petroleum economist, knew Oswald well enough to describe him as "the kind of person |
could like." He also described Oswald as physically frail, and said he was an "inquiring young man"
who was an independent thinker.
Plausible Denial



Book of Facts: Banister, Guy

¥ One of the FBI agents involved in the killing of the infamous "public
enemy number one" John Dillinger, Banister eventually became special agent-in-charge of the FBl's
Chicago office. During World War Il he reportedly worked in Naval Intelligence, returning to the FBI when
the war ended. Following his retirement in the early 1950s he moved to New Orleans to accept the post of
deputy chief of police. Forced to retire from that job after threatening a waiter with his gun, Banister set up
a private detective agency called Guy Banister Associates.

Many researchers contend that Banister forged a link between Lee Harvey Oswald, the American
intelligence community, and anti-Castro Cubans. He maintained offices at 544 Camp Street in New
Orleans, an address shared with a number of Cuban organizations attempting to overthrow Fidel Castro.
An active supporter of these Cubans, he also had long-standing close ties with several intelligence
agencies. The common denominator tying Oswald with Banister and the latter's shadowy activities is the
544 Camp Street address. When Oswald was arrested in New Orleans after a fight with Cubans who
were angry because he was distributing pro-Castro material, he had in his possession pamphlets that
came from the Eair Play for Cuba Committee, whose address was given as 544 Camp Street. Since this
was the address of so many anti-Castro activists, it is strange that Oswald used it for a pro-Castro group.

Guy Banister's death in 1964 was ascribed to a heart attack, although researchers Robert J.
Groden and Harrison Edward Livingstone report that "some say" that a bullet wound was found in his
body. He was never questioned by anyone from the Warren Commission about his relationship with
Oswald or whether he knew anything about the assassination. See also BRINGUIER, CARLOS; FERRIE
DAVID; MARTIN, JACK.

Conspiracy; Crossfire; High Treason




Book of FactS' Barger Dr. James

A, T

: Dr. Barger was an acoustics scientist with the Cambridge,
Massachusetts, firm of Bolt Beranek and Newman, which was hired by the House Select Committee on
Assassinations to examine the Dallas police dispatch tape. Working with Mark Weiss and Ernest
Aschkenasy, Barger created a visual presentation of the gunshots fired in Dealey Plaza when President
Kennedy was assassinated. In August 1978, Barger went to Dallas and conducted on-site tests of the
sounds of rifles firing from the two critical locations: the Texas School Book Depository Building and the
Grassy Knoll. Comparing his results with the sounds on the tape, he concluded that four shots were fired
at the president: three coming from the Depository Building and one from the Grassy Knoll.

See also ACOUSTICAL EVIDENCE; BELL LABORATORY; PELLICANO, ANTHONY; RAMSEY REPORT.

Best Evidence; Conspiracy; High Treason




Book of Facts: Barnes, Willie

Sergeant Barnes of the Dallas police was given two
spent shells recovered from the J. D. Tippit murder scene by Officer J. M. Poe. For identification
purposes, Barnes immediately scratched the initial B inside each shell. When asked by the Warren
Commission to identify the shells he had been given by Poe, Barnes could not find his initial in any of the
four shells the Commission showed him. This strongly suggests the possibility that the original shells were
replaced, while in police custody, with shells that matched the handgun belonging to Lee Harvey Oswald.
If this is so, then someone else, not Oswald, shot Tippit.

Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Barnett, Welcome
Barnett, a Dallas police officer, told the Warren Commission that a construction worker
approached him shortly after the shooting and said he saw a rifle sticking out of an upper-floor
window of the Texas School Book Depository Building. Although the individual was never identified,
the Commission assumed it was Howard L. Brennan, a construction worker who gave similar
testimony.

Rush to Judgment



Book of FactS' Barnum Geo

Barnum, a Coast Guard yeoman, was a member of the Military
District of Washington, D C., Casket Team that watched as the president's coffin was taken from Air Force
One at Andrews Air Force Base and placed inside a Navy ambulance. The team, arriving at Bethesda
Naval Hospital separately from the ambulance, removed the coffin from the ambulance and transferred it
to the hospital's autopsy room. Seven days later, at the urging of his superior officer, Barnum wrote a
complete description of his experience with the death of the president.

See also AMBULANCE CONTROVERSY.

Best Evidence



Book o Facts: Bashour, Dr. Fouad

Although a cardiologist, Dr. Bashour assisted in the emergency
room of Parkland Memorlal Hosgltal when the president's body was brought in. When, in 1979, he was
shown a copy of the official autopsy photograph of the president's head wound, he is quoted as saying,
"Why do they cover it up? This is not the way it was."

See also PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL STAFF.

High Treason



Book of Facts: Batchelor, Charles

Batchelor was assistant chief of the Dallas police at the time of the assassination. Batchelor's
activities have come under scrutiny by some researchers. For instance, because of the difficulty
researchers have had in establishing how Jack Ruby was able to enter the garage at Dallas Police
Headquarters, where he murdered Lee Harvey Oswald, the suspicion exists that Batchelor may have
allowed Ruby into the building. Criticism has also been directed at the fact that Batchelor, despite
failing in his responsibility to protect the president during his visit to Dallas and failing to protect
Oswald when he was in police custody, was later promoted to Dallas police chief.
See also DAVIS, RED; GRAVES, L. C.; VAUGHN, ROY.
High Treason




BookofFacts: Baxter, Dr. Charles_

1 " An assistant professor of surgery at Parkland Memorial Hospital,
Dr. Baxter was present when the president's body was taken into the Parkland emergency room. He
described the head wound to the Warren Commission as a "large gaping wound in the back of the skull."
Dr. Baxter's description of the laceration is not only remarkably different from the autopsy report, which
placed the lethal injury higher on the head, but is entirely consistent with an exit wound that would have
literally blown away the back of the skull.

Baxter characterized the wound in the front of the president's neck as a small-caliber "entry
wound." This account coincided precisely with that of the others present at the time, all of whom
described the wound as having no jagged edges. Their collective observations conflict with Dr. James J.
Humes' description of the hole as having "widely gaping irregular edges." Baxter said that after the cut for
a tracheotomy, the opening measured 4 to 5 centimeters at the widest. At Bethesda Naval Hospital, Dr.
Humes placed the opening at 6.5 centimeters. These and other differences between the wounds
described by the doctors and nurses at Parkland and those described at Bethesda have been cited to
support allegations that Kennedy's wounds were altered to provide a basis for the theory that he was shot
from behind.

See also AUTOPSY CONTROVERSY; PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL STAFF; THROAT WOUND CONTROVERSY.
Best Evidence; High Treason



On April 17, 1961, a force of Cuban exiles invaded Cuba in a
CIlA-sponsored attempt to overthrow Fidel Castro's communist dictatorship. Planning for the operation
began during the Eisenhower administration, and Kennedy approved going ahead with it after his
inauguration in January 1961. The operation was an abject failure. Most of the outnumbered, outgunned
invaders were killed or taken prisoner. Both the invasion force, known as Brigade 2506, and the CIA
advisers who had armed and trained the troops, attributed the catastrophe to Kennedy's eleventh-hour
withdrawal of promised vital air support. Some researchers feel a strong case can be made for putting
blame for the president's death on anti-Castro Cubans and/or Central Intelligence Agency agents
motivated by bitterness over his abdication of his commitment in the Bay of Pigs Invasion.



Book of FactS' Becker Edward

A petty underworld fringe figure, Becker related that during a
meeting with reputed New Orleans Mafia boss Carlos Marcello in the autumn of 1962, Marcello talked
freely about his desire to kill both John and Robert F. Kennedy. His Sicilian-style vendetta against the
Kennedys grew out of Bobby's relentless assault on the Mafia boss, particularly Marcello's April 1961
arrest and subsequent (temporary) deportation. Becker says Marcello boasted how he would ensure that
the mob would escape blame for the assassination, by "setting up a nut to take the blame."

Conspiracy; Mafia Kingfish




Book of Facts: Belin, David

Belin was assistant counsel to the Warren Commission. He assisted
W|th the |nvest|gat|on into Lee Harvey Oswald's guilt, and helped write "The Assassin," chapter 4 of the
Warren Report. He later served as chief counsel to the Rockefeller Commission established by President
Gerald Ford (a member of the Warren Commission) to investigate U.S. intelligence operations inside the
United States.

Belin remains a strong supporter of the Warren Commission findings and regularly speaks out
against its critics and the various conspiracy theories they postulate.

He is the author of two books, November 22, 1963: You Are the Jury, published by Quadrangle in
1973, a defense of the Warren Commission findings, and Final Disclosure: The Full Truth About the
Assassination of President Kennedy, published by Scribner's in 1988, largely a critique of what he termed
the "assassination scam" created by authors of books advancing conspiracy hypotheses.

See also Ball, Joseph.
Best Evidence; High Treason



Book of Facts: Belknap, Jerry
Jerry Belknap was eventually identified as the man who, shortly before the presidential

motorcade arrived, collapsed near the front of the Texas School Book Depository Building in what
appeared to be a seizure. He was taken by ambulance to Parkland Memorial Hospital, but left the
hospital without receiving treatment. Some researchers find this incident suspicious, saying that it
distracted the attention of at least one police officer away from the Grassy Knoll, where other
witnesses later reported seeing men heading for the fence there just before the president arrived.
When investigation yielded his identity, Belknap said he had suffered seizures since a childhood
accident. He claimed he left the hospital because the president was brought in soon after his own
arrival and he wasn't getting any treatment.
Crossfire; On the Trail of the Assassins



Book of Facts: Bell, Audrey
- ;. 7, e .' . N '-.11\._-_!!_

=8 Audrey Bell was the operating room nursing supervisor on duty
at Parkland Memonal Hosglta when the president's body was brought in, yet she was never questioned
by either the Warren Commission or the House Select Committee on Assassinations. In interviews with
the Dallas Morning News, Bell divulged that she gave a Texas highway patrolman bullet fragments that
had been removed from Governor Connally's wrist and thigh, presumably pieces of the so-called magic
bullet that allegedly caused his wounds. She resolutely maintained as late as 1978 that she saw four or
five bullet fragments, not the three placed in evidence by the Warren Commission; in her description, "the
smallest was the size of the striking end of a match and the largest at least twice that big." The fragments
she described are too large to account for the small amount of material missing from the magic bullet, and
many researchers offer this fact to debunk the single bullet theory.

See also PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL STAFF.

Best Evidence; Conspiracy




Book of FactS' Bell Laborat
Book ooy

According to the House Select Committee on Assassinations,
the Warren Comm|33|on submitted to the Bell Telephone Acoustics & Speech Research Laboratory for
analysis an audiotaped description of the assassination scene by Sam Pate, a local Dallas radio news
reporter covering the president's motorcade. The Warren Report made no mention of this tape, and some
researchers question why it was never pursued further after the people at the Bell Laboratory reported
"six nonvoiced noises" on the tape that many believe were gunshots.

See also ACOUSTICAL EVIDENCE; BARGER, DR. JAMES; WEISS, MARK.

High Treason




Book of Facts: Belmont, Alan
Belmont was the assistant director of the FBI at the time of the Kennedy assassination.
See HARPER BONE FRAGMENT.



Book of Facts: Benavides, Domingo

An auto mechanic, Domingo Benavides witnessed
Dallas Pol|ce Officer J. D. Tippit's killing, thus becoming involved in the controversy over Lee Harvey
Oswald's role in the assassination of President Kennedy. Shortly after 1:00 P.M., less than an hour after
the assassination, Benavides was driving his pickup truck west on 10th Street in the Oak CIiff section of
Dallas when he witnessed Tippit's murder. The Warren Commission believed he used the radio in Tippit's
police car to report the shooting, but this is in some dispute. He did pick up two spent cartridge shells,
which he gave to Police Officer J. M. Poe. Benavides was never called in by police to identify Tippit's killer
from a lineup, which Warren Commission senior counsel David Belin called "a gross error." Benavides
reportedly received death threats after it was widely publicized that he had witnessed the Tippit killing.
See also BENAVIDES, EDWARD; BOWLEY, T. F.; TiPPIT MURDER SCENE WITNESSES.

Crossfire; Final Disclosure; High Treason; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Benavides, Edward
In February 1964, Domingo Benavides' brother Edward was killed, the victim of a gunshot to the
head. Some assassination researchers believe Edward so closely resembled his brother that his
unknown assailant killed him in a case of mistaken identity.
See also BENAVIDES, DOMINGO; BOWLEY, T. F.
High Treason




Book of Facts: Bennett, Glen
Secret Service agent Bennett was riding in the car directly behind the presidential limousine
when the bullets struck the president. He was sitting behind presidential aide Dave Powers. During
the return trip to Washington aboard Air Force One, Bennett wrote down his impressions. He
describes having seen a bullet enter the president's back "about four inches down from the right
shoulder," which is consistent with the placement of holes in Kennedy's clothing. Researcher David
S. Lifton mistrusts Bennett's account as simply a fabrication to corroborate the results of the autopsy.
To support this theory, he presents photographs taken at the time of the assassination showing
everyone in Bennett's car facing forward except Bennett, whose head was turned to the right as he
looked at the crowd of people lining the route.
Best Evidence




Book of FactS' Bentle PauI

; - - Dallas policeman Bentley was one of the arresting officers when

Lee Harvex Oswald was apprehended at the Texas Theater as a suspect in the killing of Police Officer J.
D. Tippit. Bentley claimed he found a false identification bearing the name Alek Hidell in Oswald's wallet,
which he examined on the way to Police Headquarters following the arrest. Some researchers question
the validity of this, based on the absence of the Hidell ID from the list of items contained in the preliminary
record of the radio call to headquarters detailing items bearing the name Lee Harvey Oswald. Skeptics
say the bogus identification was ostensibly planted on Oswald later to cement his connection with the
Mannlicher-Carcano rifle ordered from Klein's Sporting Goods Company under the name A. Hidell.

See also ALIASES USED BY OSWALD; HiLL, GERALD L.

Assassination Tapes




Book of Facts: "Best Evidence

TION

]'[}INF[{ENNE[N Published by Macmillan in 1980 and reissued by Carroll & Graf in 1988,
Best Evidence: Disguise and Deception in the Assassination of John F. Kennedy is the work of David S.
Lifton, who spent fifteen years researching the assassination. A graduate of Cornell University with a
degree in engineering physics, he was formerly a NASA computer engineer and has more recently been a
consultant for television programs dealing with the assassination. Lifton makes extensive use of
statements by individuals at Parkland Memorial Hospital and Bethesda Naval Hospital, as well as many
others, to focus on what he believes is evidence that Kennedy's wounds were altered between the time
the body left Parkland and when the autopsy was performed at Bethesda. This book is the most detailed
account of the medical evidence related to the assassination.



Bookof Facts: Bethell, Tom

Bethell is a correspondent for The American Spectator. Claiming he
participated in the assassination investigation conducted by New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison,
Bethell wrote an article that appeared in the December 16, 1991, issue of The National Review exposing
what he considers to be a completely false portrayal of the investigation in the movie JEK. He also reveals
that Garrison's lawyers and investigators were relieved when they learned of the death of David Ferrie,
one of Garrison's leading suspects, in February 1967, because it offered an opportunity for Garrison to
drop the investigation. According to Bethell, Garrison's staff felt the investigation had led to nothing more
than "a stream of courtroom embarrassments for his lawyers to clean up." Of Garrison, Bethell writes,
"His most striking characteristic as D.A. was a truly astounding recklessness and irresponsibility."

See also BOXLEY, BILL.




Book of Facts: Bethesda Naval Hospital

The autopsy on President Kennedy's body was performed at Bethesda Naval Hospital, one of
the two large military hospitals in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. (The other is Walter Reed Army
Medical Center.) According to Texas law, the president's body should not have been removed from
the state - where the homicide had occurred - before an autopsy had been performed. Over
strenuous objections from the Dallas medical examiner, Dr. Earl Rose, the body was removed from
Texas and flown to Washington, D.C. Before Air Force One, bearing the president's coffin, landed at
Andrews Air Force Base, there was some confusion about where the body should be taken for an
autopsy. It was finally decided to use Bethesda because Kennedy had been a naval officer and it had
been his official hospital during his presidency.
See also AMBULANCE CONTROVERSY; AUTOPSY CONTROVERSY.
Best Evidence




Book ?1; Facts: "Betrayal”

Written by former CIA employee Robert D. Morrow and
published in 1976 by Henry Regnery Company, Betrayal traces a tangled sequence of events beginning
with the Bay of Pigs and culminating in the assassination of President Kennedy. Morrow implicates rogue
elements in the Agency in the commission and subsequent cover-up of the crime. This book provides an
intriguing insight into the workings of the CIA. Among its shocking disclosures is Morrow's admission that,
prior to the assassination, he purchased for the Agency three Mannlicher-Carcano rifles identical to the

one allegedly found in the Texas School Book Depository Building on November 22, 1963.
See also CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY.



Book of Facts: Betzner, Hugh Jr.

Hugh Betzner, Jr., witnessed the assassination almost immediately after snapping three
photographs of the scene near the intersection of Houston and EIm streets. He ran through Dealey
Plaza in an effort to keep pace with the president's limousine while he took several more pictures.
Betzner allegedly told a sheriff's deputy that he believed at least some of the shots were fired from
the area of the picket fence on the Grassy Knoll. He surrendered his camera and film to Deputy
Eugene L. Boone, who had the film developed and returned both the camera and the negatives to
Betzner.

See also "Black Dog Man"; DEALEY PLAZA WITNESSES.

Crossfire; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Bickers, Benny H.

Bickers owned a nightclub a block from Jack Ruby's Carousel Club in Dallas. He confided to FBI
investigators that Ruby was very close to the Dallas Police Department. Bickers complained that
Ruby's police contacts allowed him to regularly flout laws regulating the activities and the drinking
hours of such clubs.

Rush to Judgment



Book of Facts: Billings, Richard

A staffer for the House Select Committee on Assassinations, Billings prepared the Committee's
report. Along with Committee general counsel G. Robert Blakey, he wrote an article for Parade
magazine discussing how the Committee concluded that organized crime was responsible for the
president's murder. The two men also co-authored The Plot to Kill the President, published by Times
Books in 1981 and reissued as Fatal Hour: The Assassination of President Kennedy by Organized
Crime by Berkley Books in 1992. The book also accuses organized crime of masterminding the
assassination. Some researchers challenge the book, whose manuscript was approved by the
Central Intelligence Agency, as a cover-up of the CIA's involvement in killing Kennedy.
Crossfire; High Treason



Book of Facts Bird, Samuel

Army Lieutenant Bird was in charge of the Military District of
Washington, D.C., Casket Team that stood honor guard when Secret Service agents removed the
president's coffin from Air Force One and placed it inside a Navy ambulance. Bird and his team were then
flown to Bethesda Naval Hospital by helicopter to meet the ambulance. Bird later suffered an injury in
Vietnam that severely hampered his memory, but on December 10, 1963, he had written in his official
report that the coffin was taken from the ambulance to the autopsy room at 8:00 P.M. This conflicts with
the O'Neill and Sibert report that the coffin was taken into the autopsy room at 7:17 p.M., and with autopsy
chief Dr. James J. Humes' report that he received the body at 7:35 p.M. This discrepancy in the times

has fueled speculation that the president's wounds could have been altered during the unaccounted-for
half hour.

See also AMBULANCE CONTROVERSY; WEHLE, PHILIP C.

Best Evidence




Book of Facts: Bishop, Maurice_

"Maurice Bishop" is a cover name used by a CIA agent
who was deeply involved in Central Intelligence Agency activities designed to overthrow the Fidel Castro
government in Cuba. He was also the case officer for a Cuban operative named Antonio Veciana, who
swears he saw "Bishop" meet with Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas before the assassination. Veciana also
swears that "Bishop" solicited him to pressure his cousin who worked in the Cuban Embassy in Mexico
City into accepting a bribe to confirm that he saw Oswald in the embassy. Some observers believe

"Bishop" was actually David Atlee Phillips, a CIA agent with a long and active history in Latin American
affairs.

Conspiracy; High Treason



Book of Facts: Bissell, Richard

This former deputy director of planning for the Central Intelligence Agency has been linked with
plots to assassinate Fidel Castro and with the Bay of Pigs invasion. Following the Bay of Pigs fiasco,
Kennedy fired CIA director Allen W. Dulles, Bissell, and others for what he viewed as a lack of
leadership. The plots against Castro's life are believed to have been behind Castro's reputed desire
to see Kennedy dead.
See also EDWARDS, SHEFFIELD.
High Treason




Book of Facts: "Black Dog Man"
I ¢

\ Several photographs taken during the assassination by Hugh Betzner, Jr., and Philip L
Wi II is show a dark figure that is barely discernible behind a low wall at the south end of the Grassy KnoII
Investigators originally referred to this figure as the "Black Dog Man" because many thought it resembled
a dog sitting on the wall. Computer enhancement later disclosed that the figure could actually be a man
standing a short distance behind the wall, possibly carrying a long object that some believe might be a
gun. If it was a man, he has never been identified.

See also GRASSY KNOLL WITNESSES.

Crosstfire




Book of Facts: Blahut, Regis
Blahut was the CIA's liaison with the House Select Committee on Assassinations. He was fired
for breaking into the safe holding the Committee's copies of autopsy photographs. For some
undisclosed reason the break-in, which occurred in 1978, was not made public until the following
year.
High Treason



Book of Facts: Blakey, Robert

A law professor and the director of the Notre Dame Institute on Organized Crime, Blakey was
appointed general counsel to the House Select Committee on Assassinations in June 1977. Blakey
has come under attack on a number of fronts from virtually every critic of the Warren Report. His
appointment came after the Committee investigation, which was being conducted openly, was
already under way. (He replaced Richard Sprague.) Blakey's first move was to discontinue the press
conferences that until then had been keeping the American public abreast of the Committee's
findings. Blakey has been charged with blocking the development of new evidence, firing staffers
and investigators who demonstrated too much vigor in their work, and having close ties to the
intelligence community, especially the Central Intelligence Agency. Many researchers blame Blakey
for underwriting the Committee's failure to investigate the assassination thoroughly.

With Richard N. Billings as his co-author, Blakey wrote a book based on the Committee's
findings. Originally titled The Plot to Kill the President (Times Books, 1981) and reissued as Fatal
Hour: The Assassination of President Kennedy by Organized Crime (Berkley Books, 1992), the book
assesses the blame on organized crime. Some researchers see Fatal Hour as an attempt to divert
attention from CIA involvement. Blakey admitted that the Agency reviewed the manuscript before it
was published.

Best Evidence; Crossfire; High Treason; Plausible Denial



Book of Facts: Bledsoe, Mary

During October 1963, Mrs. Bledsoe allegedly rented a furnished room in her Dallas house to Lee
Harvey Oswald. She took an immediate dislike to him and asked him to leave within the week. On
November 22, 1963, Mrs. Bledsoe was at the scene, watching the presidential motorcade. After the
assassination, she boarded the same bus, driven by Cecil J. McWatters, that Oswald supposedly
took after shooting Police Officer J. D. Tippit. She told the Warren Commission that Oswald came on
the bus looking "like a maniac." Her description of the wild-looking man on the bus does not agree
with the description given by McWatters.
See also JONES, MILTON R.

Rush to Judgment




Book ?1; Facts: Body Ba& Controversy
3 "‘; ;. i A ; 1

: : . - E88 According to statements by nurses and others in the emergency
room at Dallas's Parkland Memorial Hospital, the president's body was wrapped in sheets when it was
placed inside the coffin (which was lined with plastic) in preparation for the trip from Dallas to Washington.
The men who removed the body from the coffin in the autopsy room at Bethesda Naval Hospital
described the body as wrapped inside a zippered, rubberized body bag similar to the military body bags
widely used to send home the remains of soldiers and sailors killed in battle. This discrepancy has led
many to believe that the president's wounds were altered between the time the body left Parkland and the
autopsy was performed at Bethesda.

See also AMBULANCE CONTROVERSY; COFFIN CONTROVERSY; JENKINS, JAMES CURTIS; O'CONNOR, PAUL K.;
RIKE, AUBREY.

Best Evidence; High Treason




Book of Facts: Bogard, Albert

Bogard was a car salesman for Dallas's Downtown Lincoln-Mercury when a man calling himself
Lee Oswald asked about a Mercury Comet. That was November 9, 1963. Bogard said he selected a
red Comet and joined the prospective customer for a test drive. Oswald drove unusually fast and
recklessly, according to Bogard, and finally told the salesman he was coming into some money in
two or three weeks and would return then. When Bogard repeated this story to the Warren
Commission, he passed an FBI polygraph test verifying that he was telling the truth. His story was
also corroborated by other salesmen at the dealership who saw Oswald and spoke with him that day.
The Warren Commission discounted his testimony because Oswald was said to be elsewhere that
day. If Bogard was correct, and the man who took the test drive was actually Oswald, then from what
source did he expect a large sum of money soon after the assassination? If the man wasn't Oswald,
who impersonated him, and why? These questions remain unanswered.

On February 14, 1966, in a cemetery in Hallsville, Louisiana, Albert Bogard, age forty-one, was
found inside his car with a hose running from the exhaust pipe into the interior. His death, although
ruled a suicide, leaves still another question open to speculation. According to one of his fellow
salesmen, shortly after testifying before the Commission, Bogard was severely beaten and
hospitalized, and then quietly disappeared from Dallas.

High Treason; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Boggs, Hale

A highly respected long-term congressman from Louisiana, Boggs was selected
by President Lyndon B. Johnson to sit on the Warren Commission. Boggs openly faulted the EBI for using
"Gestapo tactics" and seriously questioned the Warren Commission findings concerning the
assassination. In 1972, the congressman's small plane disappeared while he was flying across Alaska.
His body was never recovered.

Crossfire; High Treason



Book of Facts: Bolden, Abraham
Bolden, the first black Secret Service, was assigned to White House security until he criticized

the lax security around the president and was transferred to the Chicago office. Bolden later
disclosed that prior to November 1, 1963, he had come into possession of an FBI teletype hinting of
a plot by four Cuban assassins to kill the president. His attempts at further investigation led to
stonewalling by the EBI with denials that the teletype ever existed. Following the assassination,
Bolden called Warren Commission counsel J. Lee Rankin and volunteered to testify before the
Commission about his foreknowledge of a planned assassination. The Commission ignored his offer,
and not long after, he was arrested and jailed for allegedly attempting to sell government files.
Bolden claimed that the charges were trumped up.
High Treason; Rush to Judgment



Book of FactS' Bolt Beranek and Newman_

: This high-tech acoustics firm located in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, was employed by the House Select Committee on Assassinations to review the Dallas
police dispatch tape. In its analysis of the tape, the firm concluded that more than three shots were fired in
Dealey Plaza at the time Kennedy was shot.

See also ACOUSTICAL EVIDENCE; ASCHKENASY, ERNEST; BARGER, DR. JAMES; RAMSEY REPORT; WEISS
MARK.

Crossfire; High Treason




Book of Facts: Bookh_put, James W.

FBI special agent Bookhout was present when Captain Will Fritz
of the Dallas pollce interrogated Lee Harvey Oswald at Police Headquarters. Bookhout reported that

when Oswald was shown a photograph of himself holding a rifle resembling the Mannlicher-Carcano
found in the Texas School Book Depository Building, he said the head in the photo might be his, "but that

it was entirely possible that the Police Department had superimposed this part of the photograph over the

body of someone else." Bookhout added that Oswald denied any involvement in the assassination
See also OSWALD, BACKYARD PHOTOGRAPH OF.

Rush to Judgment




Book of FactS' Boone E_thgene

Deputy Sheriff Boone and Deputy Constable Seymour
Weitzman were two of the officers who found the rifle on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book
Depository Building minutes after the assassination. Boone told the Warren Commission he "thought it
was a 7.65 Mauser." Boone said Captain Will Fritz of the Dallas police also identified the weapon as a
Mauser. Weitzman later signed an affidavit concurring with this conclusion, as did initial police reports to
the press. When Boone was shown the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle allegedly belonging to Lee Harvey
Oswald, he could not identify it as the weapon he found. The legend "Made in Italy, Cal. 6.5" is clearly
stamped on the Mannlicher-Carcano.

See also BETZNER, HUGH, JR.; CRAIG, ROGER D.; MOONEY, LUKE; WADE, HENRY W.

Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Boring, Floyd

I Assistant chief of the Secret Service White

House detail, Boring helped search the presidential limousine after it was flown from Dallas to
Washington. Two metal fragments believed to have come from the bullet that struck Governor John

Connally were recovered during this search.
See also MAGIC BULLET; MILLS, THOMAS; PATERNI, PAUL.

Best Evidence




Book of Facts: Boswell, Dr. Thornton
Chief of pathology at Bethesda Naval Hospital, Boswell was one of two doctors present when

the president's body was removed from the coffin after its arrival from Dallas. The other was Dr.
James J. Humes. During the autopsy, Boswell made a sketch of the wound in Kennedy's skull,
indicating the missing section as a large rectangular area rising from the lower right rear and
extending up across the top. This representation differs greatly from the drawing made at Parkland
Memorial Hospital at the time of the president's death, which shows the wound and missing section
of skull to be considerably smaller and in the lower rear.
See also AuTOPSY CONTROVERSY; HEAD WOUND CONTROVERSY; LUNDBERG, DR. GEORGE.
Best Evidence




Book of Facts: Bouck, Robert
When the assassination occurred, Bouck was head of the Secret Service Protective Research

Section, a position that involved him in a cloudy controversy about an item officially designated as a
"missile" that presumably either fell or was removed from the president's body during the autopsy. In
this case the "missile" is universally assumed to mean a bullet. Bouck signed a receipt for items
given him by the president's physician, Admiral Dr. George Burkley, on November 26, 1963. The
seventh item on this receipt was identified as "one receipt from EBI for a missile recovered during
examination of the body." Evidently the missile has either been lost or never clearly identified. Bouck
was also the person who ordered that the Harper bone fragment be sent to the White House after its
discovery.
Best Evidence



Book of Facts, Bowen, John "Jack"

Bowen, a self-styled itinerant preacher, allegedly used the alias Albert Osborne. The Warren
Commission was satisfied that Osborne and Lee Harvey Oswald shared a double bus seat during a
trip to Mexico City, where Oswald allegedly visited either the Cuban embassy or the Soviet embassy.
When Oswald was arrested, he reportedly had in his wallet a library card under the name John L.
Bowen. The card has since vanished. Interestingly, "Osborne" was also one of the aliases used by
Oswald.

Conspiracy; High Treason



Book of Facts: Bowers___ Lee, Jr

a o Lee Bowers, Jr., manned a railroad control tower
fourteen feet above the ground and approximately fifty feet beyond the Grassy Knoll. He reported having
seen three strange vehicles driving through the area around the tower minutes before the assassination,
and having noted the presence of two men standing near the fence on the knoll. Although he was
occupied at the time, Bowers remembered that something like "a flash of light or smoke or something"
caught his attention. He had a sense of it coming from the spot where the two men stood. Friends of
Bowers claim that right after the assassination he disappeared for several days and note that when he
returned, one of his fingers had been amputated. They suspect that Bowers saw more than he admitted,
but feared for his life. On August 9, 1966, Bowers was killed in a mysterious car crash on a lonely stretch
of Texas highway.

See also GRASSY KNOLL WITNESSES; SMOKE FROM THE GRASSY KNOLL.
Crossfire; Rush to Judgment



Book of Facts: Bowles, Jim
Police Officer Bowles, who would later become Dallas county sheriff, commanded the radio

division in November 1963 and prepared the Dallas police dispatch tape for review by the House
Select Committee on Assassinations. He has reportedly said that the tape was borrowed by federal
agents shortly after the assassination and later returned to him. Bowles is also quoted as stating that
the police motorcycle with an open microphone that allegedly transmitted the sound of the four shots
taped from the Dealey Plaza location was actually two miles away at the time.
Final Disclosure; High Treason




Book of FactS' Bowle _T F

Bowley stated that he was driving west on 10th Street in the
Oak Cliff section of DaIIas when he saw a Police Officer (J. D. Tippit) lying on the ground next to a police
cruiser. Checking his watch, he noted the time as 1:10 p.M. When he realized the officer was gravely
wounded, Bowley called the police on the car radio. The official Dallas police radio log indicates Bowley's
transmission was received by 1:16 p.M. The time of the radio call has been advanced by some
researchers as proof that Lee Harvey Oswald did not have time to travel the distance from his rooming
house to the Tippit murder scene and kill Officer Tippit.

See also BENAVIDES, DOMINGO; TIPPIT MURDER SCENE WITNESSES.

Rush to Judgment




Book of FactS' Bowron Dlana

- Bowron was a nurse on duty in the emergency room at Parkland
Memorlal Hosglta when the president's body was brought in; she helped remove his clothes. She testified
before the Warren Commission that although she clearly saw the large hole in the president's skull, "in the
back of the head," she did not see the small bullet entry wound in the rear of the skull described by Dr.

James J. Humes in the report of the autopsy performed at Bethesda Naval Hospital.
See also PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL STAFF.
Best Evidence



Book of Facts: Boxley, Bill_

Bill Boxley was the pseudonym of William Wood, an investigator who
worked on the assassination investigation conducted by New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison.
Boxley reportedly told Garrison he had once worked for the CIA. According to an article by Tom Bethell in
the December 16, 1991, issue of The National Review, Garrison's staff forced Boxley out when they
realized he was feeding Garrison misleading information that was creating chaos in the investigation.



Book of Facts: Braden, Jim

Braden was arrested in the Dal-Tex Building across from Dealey Plaza
mlnutes after the assassination. He said he was in the building looking for a telephone so he could call his
mother to tell her what had happened. Dallas police could find no reason to hold him, and Braden was

released. Investigators later identified him as Eugene Hale Brading, a suspected Mafia courier.
Crossfire; High Treason



Book of Facts: Brain Controversy
There has been much speculation about the condition and even the alleged disappearance of
the president's brain from the body that was delivered to the autopsy room at Bethesda Naval
Hospital. According to Paul K. O'Connor, a surgical assistant at the autopsy whose function was to
remove the deceased brain so it could be placed in a hardening substance for later dissection (a
routine autopsy procedure), when he removed the president's body from the body bag, there was no
brain. It had apparently already been removed. The brain remains unaccounted for, and, along with
other vital autopsy-related information such as X rays and photographs, is missing from the National
Archives.
See also AUTOPSY CONTROVERSY; BODY BAG CONTROVERSY; HEAD WOUND CONTROVERSY.
Best Evidence; Crossfire; High Treason 2




Book of Facts: Brehm, Charles

: Brehm was one of the spectators lining the curb on the
driver's side of the president's limousine when the assassination took place. He was sufficiently close that
he can be seen in the Zapruder film cheering as the car is passing him. Brehm gave eyewitness
interviews that same day to newspaper and television reporters, and was also briefly detained at the
sheriff's office, where he reportedly gave police a deposition. He described seeing a portion of the
president's skull fly backward and to the left when he was hit. According to a quote in a Dallas Times-
Herald article, he "seemed to think the shots came from in front of or beside the president." Brehm was
never questioned by the Warren Commission, and the Sheriff's Department report no longer exists.

See also HARGIS, BoBBY W.; MARTIN, B. J.

Best Evidence; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Brennan, Howard L.

Brennan, a forty-five-year-old steamfitter, was working on a job
near Dealey Plaza when he broke for lunch and found a place to eat while he waited for the president's
motorcade to arrive. According to testimony, Brennan was approximately 107 feet from the front of the
Texas School Book Depository Building across the street when he noticed a man standing at a sixth-floor
window in the southeast corner of the building. The sound of shots drew his attention back to the window
just as the man fired the final shot.

Brennan's detailed description of the sniper is credited by the Warren Commission with leading
to Police Officer J. D. Tippit's attempt to arrest Lee Harvey Oswald. Although Brennan failed to pick
Oswald out of a lineup at Police Headquarters, he later identified Oswald's corpse as the man he saw in
the window. Brennan's testimony is full of discrepancies, including the fact that he said the man in the
window was standing, which allowed him to estimate the man's height and weight. Photos taken seconds
after the shooting show the window was raised less than halfway, suggesting that the shooter would have
had to kneel.

See also EUINS, AMOS L.; MILLICAN, A. J.; SORRELS, FORREST V.; SPEAKER, SANDY; TERRY, L. R.
Assassination Tapes; Best Evidence; Rush to Judgment




Book of Facts: Brewer, E. D.
A e B e S

; - 2 E. D. Brewer was a Dallas police motorcycle officer who initially
started toward the Grass;g Knoll when the shots were fired, but was stopped by an unidentified man who
said he saw someone "pull the weapon back through the window from the southeast corner of that
Depository building." Brewer was one of at least three officers whose first impression was that the shots
came from the Grassy Knoll, but he was distracted from his objective when a nameless bystander
intervened and directed his attention to the Depository.

See also HARGIS, BoBBY W.; HAYGOOD, CLYDE A.; TEXAS SCHOOL BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING.
Best Evidence




Book of Facts: Brewer, Johnny

On November 22, 1963, Johnny Brewer was at work managing
a retail shoe store on Jefferson Boulevard in the Oak Cliff section of Dallas. He heard the news of the
assassination on the radio and, shortly after, the announcement that a police officer had been shot not far
from the store. Just as he heard police sirens approaching, a man ducked into the entranceway of his
store and waited with his back to the street while the police car passed. He then stepped back out onto
the sidewalk and walked away. Brewer, suspecting the man might be trying to avoid the police, followed
him. Less than a hundred feet up the street, his quarry slipped into the Texas Theater movie house
without purchasing a ticket. Brewer told this to the cashier, Julia Postal, who had been distracted because
she was listening to news reports of the president's assassination on her radio. Postal called the police.
According to Brewer's testimony to the Warren Commission, when the police arrived, the house
lights in the theater were turned up and Brewer singled out Lee Harvey Oswald as the man who had
behaved so suspiciously. Brewer's story regarding how the police officers decided that Oswald was the
man they wanted in connection with the shooting of Officer J. D. Tippit differs from the stories told by
other witnesses. According to the testimony of the arresting officer,
M. N. McDonald, Oswald was pointed out by an unidentified man sitting near the front of the theater.
Conspiracy; Crossfire



Book of Facts: Bringuier, Carlos

: A member of the anti-Castro Cuban exile community living in New Orleans,
Brlngwer recalls that Lee Harvey Oswald approached him on August 5, 1963, explained he was a former
Marine, and volunteered to help train exiles in guerrilla warfare techniques. A few days later, on August 9,
Bringuier learned through an associate that the same Oswald was distributing leaflets for the pro-Castro
Fair Play for Cuba Committee (FPCC). Bringuier, with two other exiles, combed downtown New Orleans
looking for Oswald. When they found him, they took his leaflets and scattered them in the air. Bringuier
began shouting that he was a traitor, when police arrived and arrested the group 